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Kia tau te rangimārie ki a koutou 

Yesterday was the Feast of St Peter Chanel, martyred on the Island of Futuna 180 years ago. 

St Peter Chanel is quoted as saying “In such a difficult mission it is necessary for us 

to be saints.”  

Peter Chanel did have a difficult mission, as when he arrived in Futuna cannibalism had 

only just been banned by the local ruler, Niuliki. At first all went well, and Peter and his as-

sistants made a few converts; but as he learned the language and gained the confidence of 

the people, Niuliki became jealous and fearful; the baptism of his son and his son’s friends 

was the last straw and Niuliki sent men who clubbed Peter to death.  

It will be most unlikely that we will ever have the kind of mission Peter Chanel had, but one 

thing is certain, we do all have a mission. Sometimes our mission can be difficult. There 

might be opposition to the Gospel values we stand for; we may not be confident in speaking 

out; we may not have the resources we think we need; those we thought we could rely on 

for support may turn against us. It may even feel at times that God has abandoned us and 

just left us to it. Whatever our mission is and whatever the difficulties are our mission is 

necessary for us to be saints.  

On the Feast of St Joseph 2018 Pope Francis wrote an Apostolic Exhortation called Gau-

dete et Exsultate, on the call to holiness in today’s world. He wrote “At times, life pre-

sents great challenges. Through them, the Lord calls us anew to a conversion 

that can make his grace more evident in our lives, ‘in order that we may 

share his holiness’ (Heb 12:10). At other times, we need only find a more per-

fect way of doing what we are already doing: “There are inspirations that 

tend solely to perfect in an extraordinary way the ordinary things we do in 

life”: When Cardinal François-Xavier Nguyên van Thuân was imprisoned, he 

refused to waste time waiting for the day he would be set free. Instead, he 

chose ‘to live the present moment, filling it to the brim with love’. He decided: 

‘I will seize the occasions that present themselves every day; I will accom-

plish ordinary actions in an extraordinary way’. Gaudete et Exsultate 17 

Today is the Feast of another great saint, St Catherine of Siena, who is quoted as saying “Be 

who God meant  you to be and you will set the world on fire.”  Whatever our 

mission is we ask for the prayers of Peter Chanel and Catherine of Siena so that we may 

grow in holiness and set the world on fire.  

Nāku noa. Nā 

+ John 



Welcome to new Catholics Mass  The annual Mass on Pentecost Sunday (23 May) to wel-

come new Catholics will this year be held at 5pm at St Mary of the Angels Church. This is 

always a wonderful occasion for RCIA teams and those baptised and received at Easter.  Please 

encourage all those who have been received into the Church in the last two years to attend. 

I like to contemplate the holiness present in the patience of God’s people: in those parents who raise 

their children with immense love, in those men and women who work hard to support their families, in 

the sick, in elderly religious who never lose their smile. In their daily perseverance I see the holiness of 

the Church. Very often it is a holiness found in our next-door neighbours, those who, living in our 

midst, reflect God’s presence.  

Gaudete et Exsultate 7. 

Mass for the Feast of St Joseph the Worker 

A contribution to the Archdiocesan celebrations of the 

Year of St Joseph from the Ecology, Justice and Peace 

Commission.  Mass will be celebrated on Saturday 1 

May, 9.00am  

St Joseph’s church, Mt Victoria. 

Participants are also invited to a discussion on work 

experiences and Catholic social teaching on workers’ 

rights and unions following the Mass from 10-11am, 

followed by a shared meal. 

All welcome. 

St Catherine of Siena  

NOTICES: 

Please continue to pray for the sick and frail clergy especially, Monsignor John Carde, Frs 

Maurice Carmody, Don Morrison, Colin Durning and Kevin Connors  


