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For a synodal Church

| participation

Kia tau te rangimarie ki a koutou

In every Easter week I love the readings the Church gives us, and I especially love the readings of
Wednesday of Easter week. Every year we hear the story of the crippled man at the beautiful gate
of the temple who begged Peter and John for money or food. Acts of the Apostles tells us Peter
looked intently at him, as did John. Peter then said, “I have neither silver nor gold, but what I do
have I give you: in the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene, get up and walk.” We then hear the
Emmaus story; the disciples walking along the road were downcast and even cynical about Jesus,
“We were hoping that he would be the one to redeem Israel.” As we know, in their disillusion-
ment “Jesus drew near and walked with them.” As he spoke with them on the road their “hearts
were burning within them.” They begged Jesus “stay with us” and as he broke bread with them
their eyes were opened, and they recognized him.” Then he vanished from their sight.

For me these are wonderful readings and I draw the conclusion that Jesus remained with the rest of
the disciples interiorly, just as he does with us when we receive the Eucharist and when we stay
with him in prayer. The disciples experience of Jesus must have grown and developed as the Easter
days wore on and they became more and more convinced of his presence with them. We do not
know how many days later it was that Peter and John met the beggar at the temple gate, but when-
ever it was, through them Jesus drew near to him. The power of Jesus was still with the rest of his
disciples. The power and the presence of the risen Jesus is still with us.

In these days of the ongoing war that Russia has declared on Ukraine, in these days when we know
our whole society has been changed by the pandemic, and these days in which some people are
finding it difficult to make ends meet financially and life is very challenging and difficult for some,
there is a question for us.

How are we the presence of Jesus to others? How are we the presence of Jesus particularly to those
who suffer and are looking for something more?

“I have neither silver nor gold, but what I do have I give you: in the name of Jesus Christ the
Nazarene, get up and walk.”

Naku noa

John

Risen and reconciling God, your greeting after the grave acknowledged the trauma and turmoil of
that time and our own. The message of peace was what your disciples needed to hear, and what the
world needs now. When we are reunited with those from whom we’ve been separated, may our
greetings, too, be of peace, and may we see all division in the light of your reconciliation and all
crises in the contest of your resurrection.

Amen



NOTICES

o Please keep in your prayers all our clergy. The frail and those who are experiencing ill health at present
are Frs Frank Maguire, Peter O’Connell and Mons John Carde.

e Anzac Day Mass will be celebrated at St Mary of the Angels at 9am on 25th April — Anzac Dayj, all are
welcome.

o Rome Next week I will travel to Rome for some meetings. The main meeting [ am attending is the Ple-
nary Assembly of the Pontifical Council for the Promotion of Christian Unity. I ask for your prayers for
that meeting please and for the other appointments and meetings I have while in Rome.

e New Zealand Catholic Bishops Conference. The Bishops of New Zealand will meet in Christchurch
from 15-20 May for the first of our major meetings for the year. We will have a very full agenda and
ask your prayers for the meeting please.

“Let us pick up the Gospel and choose each day a small passage to read and re-read. Keep the
Gospel in your pocket or your bag, to read it on your travels, at any moment, and read it calmly.
In time we will discover that these words are made especially for us, for our life. They will help
us to welcome each day with a better, more serene outlook, because when the Gospel enters into
today's world, it's fills it with God. Let us familiarize ourselves with the Gospel, it will bring us
the newness and joy of God!”

Pope Francis



