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From +John...
Dear Friends
Easter Blessings to you all. I hope that all went well for everyone, that
the ceremonies were times of great blessing, and that you managed to
get some rest after Easter. May this Easter season continue to be a time
of joy and deep peace as the Risen Lord stands among us and greets us
so often with “Peace be with you”.
At this year’s Chrism Mass I said that I want and I invite as many people as possible to participate in this year’s Synod. 350 people will attend
the weekend in September, but thousands are able to participate in the
process preceding the Synod. I hope too that thousands will pray , because “we are a people together”.
Our preparation for the Synod becomes more intense over the next few
months. Parishes have been asked to nominate their Synod participants
by 1 May. There will be two pre-Synod sessions in May, one for the
South Island parishes at Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish Centre in
Richmond on Saturday 20 May from 12.30pm-3.30pm, and the other for
North Island parishes at Bishop Viard College on Saturday 27 May from
1.30pm-4.30pm. These two pre-Synod sessions are for everyone, not
just the participants who will take part in the Synod weekend. The
sessions will provide a background to the Synod, and give those who
attend the opportunity to experience the prayerful discernment process
which will be the basis of the participation process in parishes and at the
Synod itself. I ask those involved in parish pastoral councils, clergy, and
lay pastoral leaders to encourage parishioners to come to the pre-Synod
session in their area.
In the participation process which begins in early May thousands of
people across the Archdiocese will have the opportunity to take part in a
prayerful process of listening to one another and discerning what the
Holy Spirit is saying. The material for this process will be made available in the first week of May. I want as many people as possible to take
part in this stage of the Synod, as it will set the agenda and provide the
material for the Synod weekend. I strongly encourage people to engage
with the Synod topics, and to send in their thoughts, either individually
or as part of a group.
As I also said in my Chrism Mass homily I hope that thousands of
people will pray for the Synod. I can’t emphasize this enough, and ask
that you pray and encourage others to pray.
We know that the Risen Jesus is with us, that he assures us of the gift of
his Spirit, and that he gives us his peace and tells us over and over again
“Be not afraid” and “I am with you always”. Please consider how you
might take part in the preparation for the Synod, please pray.
With Easter blessings
+ John

NEWS . . .
Father Des Moosman has moved from the presbytery
at Titahi Bay and is now a resident at Summerset Aotea. Please keep Des in prayer as he settles into his
new home.
Father Joy Thottonkara arrived in the Archdiocese
on Holy Thursday from India. He has been released by
his Bishop to work here for the next few years. Fr Joy
will be given an appointment in the next couple of
weeks. In the meantime he is being oriented to New
Zealand and the Archdiocese. Welcome Fr Joy!
Cirilo Barlis is to be ordained to the priesthood on
Saturday 6 May at the Cathedral of the Sacred Heart.
Please continue to support Cirilo in prayer over these
next few weeks.
Synod Invitations: If you have received a letter of
invitation to the Synod because of your role in the
Archdiocese, please remember to let Anne Dickinson
(a.dickinson@wn.catholic.org.nz tel 04 496 1793)
know whether you are coming by Monday 1 May.
Catholic Social Services are in the process of moving
from their offices in Brougham Street to new offices in
the same building as the Soup Kitchen in Tory St, run
by the Compassion Sisters. This essential agency of the
Archdiocese will now have the opportunity to work
alongside Soup Kitchen Staff in reaching out to some
of the more needy and vulnerable people of our city.
New Zealand Catholic Bishops Conference meet
from Sunday 30 April – Thursday 4 May in the
Diocese of Christchurch. Please remember us in
prayer.
Accommodation needed for Refugee Family:
A lovely refugee family are searching for a 3 bedroom
home to rent in the Southern or Eastern Suburbs.
Excellent reference available from St Joseph’s parish.
Please contact Amanda Calder on 4757994 or Francis
Fanning on 3810900 if you can help.

And he departed from our sight that we might
return to our heart, and there find Him. For He
departed, and behold, He is here.
St Augustine

“Go, you are sent”

